
Objectives
• Provide overview of current situation 

in New York City
• Provide catalog of programs that work
• Organize and articulate complex data  

and information into figures and 
graphs that have meaning for the  
target population

• Design a curricular supplement  that 
specifically targets the vulnerable 
population

Methods 
1. Conducted literature research  to 

identify the scientific and social factors 
which contribute to increased HIV 
susceptibility in young women of color.

2. Conducted literature research to 
identify best practices and 
summarized the characteristics of 
each program that  demonstrated the 
best outcomes for the people of  color 
and youth

3. Researched and synthesized data 
from the CDC databases, NYCDOH 
databases, and from peer reviewed 
scientific and public health related 
research papers. 

4. Used Microsoft Excel and Graph 
functions to convert data into pie 
charts, and graphs. 

5. Combined the information from the 
literature review and the data analysis 
in an educational supplement in line 
with the newly revised NYC HIV/AIDS 
curriculum.

Results

1. The rate of HIV infection among African American 
women in New York is more than 27 times higher 
than that of white women, and Hispanic women 
have a rate that is 13 times higher than white 
women. The primary causes of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic among women of color  are: 

• Sexual transmission among young and 
adolescent women due to biological vulnerability 
and absent knowledge of partners sexual 
activities

• Gender inequality, violence, cultural norms and 
stigma 

• Substance abuse 

2. The following CDC evaluated programs have 
been demonstrated to effectively provide 
HIV/AIDS education and change risk behavior. 

• Sisters Informing Sisters on Topics about AIDS 
(SISTA)

• Real AIDS Prevention Project (RAPP)
• VOICES/VOCES
• Mother/Daughter HIV Risk Reduction Intervention 

(MDRR)

3. Example:

The graph below  was constructed based on data 
available from the NYCDOH publicly available 
database (see handouts).
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Abstracts
The project discusses the increased rate  
of HIV/AIDS among African American 
and Hispanic adolescent women from a 
biological and social perspective, and 
seeks to research effective methods of 
articulating HIV/AIDS prevention 
information to adolescent women of
color. The product of this work includes 
a supplement to New York City’s current 
HIV/AIDS curriculum, in which HIV/AIDS 
information is placed in a gender, racial 
and ethnic relevant context. 

Additional Information

Thesis Manuscript: Preventing HIV/AIDS in 
New York City’s Adolescent Women of Color

3. Example:

The below graph was adapted from the following 
text.

“Concordance between homosexual/ gay identity 
and behaviour was significantly higher for white 
MSM than for  black or Hispanic MSM (x2, 
p_/0.001). Concordance between sexual behaviour
and identity was consistently lower for those who 
reported bisexual behaviour than for the MSM-
only group although the racial/ethnic differences 
were not significant (x2, p_/0.282): 61% of black, 
56% of white, and 59% of Hispanic bisexually 
active men (MSM/MSW) self identified as 
bisexual. Among the bisexually active men who 
did not identify as bisexual, most identified as 
homosexual”

4. For more examples of data conversion from list 
to figure see pages 14-23 in thesis manuscript

5. Curriculum supplement for adolescent women 
was developed, see pages 37-43 in thesis 
manuscript. 

Conclusion

Responses from a pilot study conducted with
the university Women of Color group ( n=14, 
age 18-24 yrs), revealed that data about HIV/AIDS 
as it  effects  adolescent women of color were 
successfully articulated using these graphs and 
figures.
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